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W elcome to the fifth biennial Auckland 
Garden DesignFest. Our aim is to 

showcase the benefits of seeking out an 
experienced designer to create your outdoor 
haven. We have carefully selected 18 stunning 
gardens for you to enjoy, all by professional 
designers. We have included different styles 
and sizes of gardens, from tiny courtyards 
to large suburban oases, mature gardens 
and new gardens, with a variety of budgets. 
We are very proud of the diverse range of 
gardens we have for you to explore, enjoy 
and be inspired by. Come along and meet 
our 17 designers who will be in their garden 
creations throughout the weekend festival. 
Find out what inspired them in their search 

for a unique response to their clients’ needs 
and wishes.  Most of these gardens have 
never been open to the public.

Our heartfelt thanks go to our wonderful 
garden owners, as it is only through their 

generosity of spirit that this event is possible, 
with all proceeds going to our nominated 
charities: Ronald McDonald House Charities 
New Zealand, Garden to Table and Rotary 
Newmarket’s Charitable Trust (supporting 
several children’s charities). Make the most of 
this popular biennial event and come along 
to enjoy spring in the garden with us!
Garden Design Society of New Zealand 
and Rotary Newmarket

VISITOR INFORMATION
Please observe the following
courtesies:
• We regret that children under 12 cannot be 
admitted (unless they are young enough to 
be carried).
• Gardens are open from 10am-4pm each day. 
Please respect these hours.
• Photography of gardens for commercial or 
media purposes is NOT permitted. Sharing of 
photos on social media is encouraged. 
Tag #aucklandgardendesignfest

• Animals are not allowed to enter the 
gardens.
• Wear flat shoes and watch your step.
• Please do not touch the plants or take any 
part of them. Plant lists and personal 
identification of plants will be provided 
where possible.
• Keep to the paths and take care to avoid 
damaging lawns and foliage.
• Respect the privacy of our remarkably 
generous owners.
• Parking is usually available in nearby 
streets and gardens are conveniently 

 

PREMIER SPONSOR

OUR PROUD SUPPORTERS

LOCATION MAP

RESTROOMS 
Gardens showing this colour on the
map have restrooms available for
garden visitors. Please ask the 
volunteers for directions

Gardens showing this colour on the
map have FOOD/DRINK available
for purchase 

Please observe the colour coding to assess
accessibility for each garden if you are disabled
or in a wheelchair

Gardens showing this colour on the
map have LIMITED WHEELCHAIR
ACCESS 

Gardens showing this colour on the
map DO NOT HAVE SUITABLE
ACCESS

 WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 

KEY 

LIMITED WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 

 

Delicious picnic lunch boxes
available in Gardens 12 and 6
by pre-order through our 
website. A range of yummy
food and co�ee available
all day in Garden 6.
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grouped in clusters often within walking
distance of each other in some cases.
• Please do not picnic, litter, smoke or 
consume alcohol in any garden. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE  
While every precaution has been taken, 
please note that it is a condition of entry 
to the gardens that you assume all 
responsibility for your own safety, the 
safety of those in your care, and of your 
possessions.
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Trudy Crerar
6 Melford St, St Mary’s Bay 

A South Pacific setting inspired by a holiday in Italy. Previously this was 

a perfectly good courtyard garden but the owners knew there was more 

potential. Trudy wanted the space to be dynamic and versatile with 

references to Polynesia.

“We often sit with our backs to our houses, looking out. I like to find places 

that are comfortable to be in, where we can look back at the house and 

where we become part of the garden.”

This garden shows what can be achieved in a small space and still pack a 

punch!

Installation: Craftsman Gardener Services

Andy Hamilton
22 Wallace St, Herne Bay 

The brief for this garden was to introduce a contemporary and usable space 

around the architectural addition at the rear of the house that connects 

with a re-imagined front garden. The challenge was to make a stylistically 

cohesive space that feels modern but with a nod to the historic character 

of the villa dwelling.  The garden is in three main parts. The space to the 

west of the house provides a pool garden with a small terrace of decking 

set within planting.  The garden running down the north side of the house 

provides an external living space adjoining the kitchen and living room. The 

front garden sought to maximise the

size of a central rectangle of lawn for the kids to play on.

Installation: Hard Landscaping – Pitch Construction, Soft landscaping - 

Nikau Landscapes, Pool: Tranquility Pools
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Damian Wendelborn
30 Tawariki St, Ponsonby 

The owners of this relocated bungalow wanted to create an eye-catching 

scene in the front that drew visitors into the house.  At the rear, something 

more relaxed was required to surround an existing sun deck.  

The design response in the front garden contrasts structural elements of 

a contemporary flavour with plantings of clipped dark green foliage and 

stately palms, imparting a classic feel. At the rear, large pots and timber 

elements provide drama via scale and form. Planting here is a riotous mix, 

resulting in a more relaxed vibe.  

Hard materials unite front and rear spaces via a common language.

Installation and maintenance: Silverfern Landscapes

2019 GARDENS TO VISIT

Richard Neville
21 Fife St, Westmere 

The design brief for this garden in Westmere was to unify architecture and

landscape, as part of an extensive renovation. The front entrance was a clay

pathway adjacent to the garage, which led up a slippery path to the front 

door. The challenge here was to establish a hierarchy between the different 

access ways and provide a sense of arrival. The pool side gardens use 

foliage, texture and pockets of colour to create a visual connection with the 

inside.

Installation: Neville Design Studio. and Ben Shearer Landscapes
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Deb Hardy
8 Ward Tce, Sandringham 

My clients found me online on ‘Homes to Love’ and wanted instant and 

complete privacy in their backyard with a subtropical vibe. We created 

three deep planting beds, kept an existing avocado tree and mass-planted 

four layers of subtropical plants with a mixture of leaf shape, size and 

colour to create a jungle feel. Corten steel screens create an ‘envelope’ 

around the outdoor dining space. Large specimen palms, wires and 

climbing plants completed this ‘Lush Tropical Haven’ which my clients love! 

A refresh of plants created a modern yet formal, pretty and productive 

front garden.

Installation: Nikau Landscapes and Deb Hardy Landscapes & Design

Maintenance: Starlet Gardens, Deb Hardy Landscapes & Design

Val Puxty
32 Wynyard Rd, Mt Eden 

Val’s clients contacted her from London, where they were living at the time. 

Their brief was very specific: functional, privacy and lush planting. Aspects 

of the property needed addressing immediately. Unusable battered lawn, 

neighbouring complex to be screened. The main hallway in the house was 

the Design Guide, it sat central to the front garden and the rear gardens. 

Lines, views and plant positions were taken from the hallway to ensure the

garden was seen at its best advantage. Val says, “I knew what they wanted, 

they had complete faith in me from the outset and they love their garden.”

Installation: Val Puxty Landscape Design
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2019 GARDENS TO VISIT

Adam Evans
24 Dickens St, Grey Lynn 

After working with these clients on previous gardens, I had a good 

understanding of the look and feel we wanted this garden to have: creating 

their own piece of Eden in Grey Lynn, influenced by photos and ideas 

they had from holidays in Europe. Restricted access impacted design 

decisions around levels and existing features. Creating a beautiful space 

for entertaining and relaxing was key for the design, using colour, formal 

hedges and traditional plants such as roses and hydrangeas.  The large 

white Pergola is a stand-out piece in the garden creating broken shade on 

hot summer days.

Installation: URBIS Landscapes
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Dawson & Co.
115 The Strand Parnell 

Catch your breath and refresh yourself with a hot or cold beverage courtesy 

of our premier sponsor, Dawson & Co at their spacious Parnell store. While 

you are here stroll around the showroom and be inspired by the exciting 

new range of furniture both for indoor and outdoor spaces. Thinking 

that you might need to add some wow factor to your garden project this 

summer? You’ll be spoilt for choice with our new outdoor range recently 

landed from Tribu, DEDON and Cove Outdoor.

Join us between 4-6pm on Saturday 16th November and enjoy a 

complimentary Gin and Tonic courtesy of Scapegrace and East Imperial.



www.picnicbox.co.nz
fresh, delicious, easy

hello@picnicbox.co.nz

Christmas
Conferences & Events
Fundraising & Sponsorship
Boat trips & bus trips
Special occasions

p: 0508 742 642 m: 021 747 885

Fresh, premium food, showcasing amazing New Zealand suppliers.
Beautifully presented in 100% compostable packaging.

At Picnic Box, we care about where your food comes from, how it’s
made, presented, packaged and delivered.

*Garden 9

*
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Craig Steiner
9 Hona Ave, Mt Eden 

Twenty-five years ago, the property was so overgrown and undeveloped 

that it was initially difficult to see a vision but gave me a challenge I 

relished. It was important for me to create a garden that would grow with 

the family. There have been many iterations over time as the use changed. 

The garden has matured into a place of sanctuary for us. The control 

and structure in the garden create form whilst also invoking a feeling of 

relaxation and peacefulness. I have deliberately created different spaces to 

sit in the garden so that it invites you to enjoy and view the many aspects 

within. It is my haven.

Installation: Craig Steiner/Strass Landscape Developers Limited

Dan McKay
46 Mewburn Ave, Mt Eden 

These home owners are rock and roll and they wanted a unique 

contemporary garden. They had been following Ministry Of Ground on 

Instagram and Facebook and were inspired to contact Dan. The front 

garden was to be private and practical. Clean, large format 800mm paving

gives it a modern vibe. The back garden was to be an entertaining space. 

The steel hanging tables, gas fireplace, built in BBQ, spa pool and massive 

decks provide this for as many friends as you can find! All this is tied 

together with accent subtropical planting, lush lawns and generous vege 

gardens.

Installation: Ministry of Ground
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Kerry Speirs -
Second Nature Gardens
21 Mewburn Ave, Mt Eden 

A front garden brief to ‘do justice to the house’ saw us design to reveal 

and enhance previously hidden, heritage detailing. Intended to be one of 

a kind, this gorgeous garden is unlike any other we have designed. It has 

visual richness, whimsical elements and despite its small size, features an 

interesting mix of unusual materials and bespoke detailing. Our careful 

planning and significant construction work to preserve original structures 

are now hard to comprehend beneath the finished landscaping, which 

successfully blends old and new in a seamless manner, including the 

planting which uses traditional plants in a colourful, contemporary way.

Installation and Maintenance: Second Nature Gardens

2019 GARDENS TO VISIT

9

This project in Maungawhau involved Xanthe White Design Studio interacting 

with an existing garden which already had layers of history and a significant 

treescape. Rather than a top down design which imposed a new concept 

over the top, the fresh ideas were woven through the fabric of the existing 

garden, blurring the lines between old and new. A collaborative project 

between designers and owners, the concept acknowledges that a garden 

is never finished but more a continued dance between its makers and the 

elements. The Maungawhau Garden is a wonderful example of an established 

garden being given a new lease of life through interventions that are a 

marriage of the old and new, creating a timeless and dynamic space that will 

continue to evolve.

Installation hardscape: Gardens of Evan, softscape: Xanthe White Design

Xanthe White Design
44 Valley Rd, Mt Eden

Photo by Carme Aguayo
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www.gardentotable.org.nz
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WONDERFUL CHARITIES

GARDENS AT A GLANCE

www.newmarket.rotarysouthpacific.org
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Rotary Newmarket is a volunteer group of community-minded individuals 
who participate in a number of activities to enhance the lives of others. Fund-
raising is an important part of all these activities. The Rotary Club of New-
market Charitable Trust has been established to account for funds raised and 
the distribution of these funds. All funds raised through the Garden Design-
Fest will be allocated to child-specific activities.

Ronald McDonald House Charities® (RMHC®) New Zealand supports families when 
their child is in a hospital away from home.

In 2018, RMHC New Zealand provided more than 4,300 families with accommoda-
tion and support free of charge at its facilities throughout New Zealand. It was the 
busiest year since the first New Zealand opening almost 30 years ago. The Ronald 
McDonald House® and Ronald McDonald Family Room® programmes take care of the 
practical things in life so families can focus on their child staying in a hospital away 
from home.

This helps to relieve stresses like paying for a place to sleep near the hospital, organis-
ing family meals and needing a friendly ear to listen on tough days.

To find out more please visit rmhc.org.nz

Garden to Table is the charity dedicated to changing the way kiwi kids think about 
food.  We want to see children across the country enthusiastically getting their 
hands dirty and learning how to grow, harvest, prepare and share fresh, seasonal 
food. 
Each week primary school kids in the Garden to Table programme spend time in 
a productive veggie garden and home style kitchen.  They learn skills that will last 
them a lifetime and discover just how much fun it is to grow and cook their own 
food.  Garden to Table now has over 170 schools nationwide taking part in the 
programme.  Head to www.gardentotable.org.nz to find out more.

Our diverse selection of gardens this year contain many interesting features. Use this helpful reference key to ensure you don’t 
miss out on what you are particularly interested in
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Mel Robinson
10 St Marks Rd, Remuera 

Awarded Best in Category for Multi-Unit Development at this year’s Property 

Council Awards, the Client John Harman’s brief to showcase a new modality 

of urban living ensured that the St Marks Luxury Apartment Complex has 

become a landmark development. Charged with challenging the ‘empty 

concrete jungle’ status quo that many high-density apartment complexes 

deliver, landscape architect Mel Robinson was entrusted with creating a 

green sanctuary that brought the wider landscape in, “greenwashing” not 

only the concrete slab on top of the basement carparking, but also the walls. 

Three large panels make up NZ’s tallest outdoor greenwalls which received 

the country’s first ever Homestar Innovation Point with predominantly native 

planting accented with pops of seasonal colour.

Installation: Natural Habitats Landscapes
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Trish Bartleet
73a King George Ave, Epsom 

A winding sheltered driveway is met with a modern front entry garden 

of contrasting plants, textures and colours. Venturing further through 

the garden, little pockets of planting guide you through, including a 

restful westerly courtyard and simple water feature. However, the real 

transformation occurs as you step onto the cliff of a steep lush urban gully 

which opens up before you. Built on the volcanic skirts of Maungawhau, 

I wanted to create a cascade of subtropical planting layered throughout 

the oasis. Being keen gardeners with a love of art and a real appreciation 

of design, the clients have asked me to incorporate powerful sculptures 

amongst the garden beds creating a rich composition.

Installation: Second Nature Gardens
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The design of this garden has a duality to it. The exterior speaks to the 

streetscape and the architecture both new and old. An eclectic blend of flowers 

and natives acknowledge both the historical landscape and the colonial 

imprint. Patterns in the pavings draw angles from the architecture to gently 

slip through the planting. The rear of the garden unravels from the courtyard to 

gently contour and flow over the natural levels of the lava extending to views 

of the maunga. It is a gardener’s garden rich in native plantings, productive 

trees and seasonal colour, as well as a vegetable garden made from stone that 

came out of the site during the build. This garden is a gentle touch working 

to blur boundaries to create private but expanding views to the beyond. 

Installation: Xanthe White Design & Ash Berendt

Xanthe White Design
19 Essex Avenue, Mt Eden 
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Highwic
40 Gillies Avenue, Newmarket, Epsom 

Highwic is a 19th century house in Auckland, New Zealand, which is listed 

by Heritage New Zealand as a Category I structure. The house was built 

in 1862 for Alfred Buckland, a wealthy colonial settler and landowner. The 

building sits in an elevated position above Newmarket. 

Please note: Highwic is only open Sunday 17th November 10.30am - 4.30pm. 

Visit for FREE by showing your AGDF wristband.
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Photo by Carme Aguayo



Bus tour

Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 November 2019

Led by Penny Cliffin former lecturer in Landscape Architecture at Unitec 

and Anna-Maria Morris, qualified landscape designer. Both are long 

serving and active members of the Garden Design Society and love 

sharing gardens with fellow garden enthusiasts. The bus tour will visit 

half the gardens on Saturday and the other half on Sunday. Numbers are 

limited, so please book early through iTICKET to avoid disappointment - 

https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2019/nov/auckland-garden-designfest 

The tour meeting point will be at 9am for a 9.15am departure each day 

at Highwic, 40 Gillies Avenue, Newmarket. There is some parking on 

site, but please assist by being dropped off or using public transport on 

Saturday as there is also a wedding being held at Highwic. It is a short 

taxi ride from the city and from public train and bus routes. There is a 

possibility of more parking being available at the new ‘277’ complex by 

November.

The coach will return to Highwic around 4.30pm (please be aware that 

traffic conditions on the day make this an estimate only, so we advise not 

to make any arrangements, such as flight bookings, too tight!). At the last 

garden of each tour, we will round off the day with an opportunity for an 

informal walk around a garden, glass of wine in hand.

Cost: $170 for one day, and $320 for those registering for both days. This 

price includes a delicious Picnic Box lunch, refreshments, coach travel, 

tour guides, entry fees and garden notes. 

Enquiries: 
Penny Cliffin - pcliffin@gmail.com, 021 488 000 

Anna-Maria Morris - morrisannamaria@gmail.com, 021 063 9111

Keep an eye on the website for updates - www.gardendesignfest.co.nz

Please note:  

Due to the terrain of some gardens we are unable to accommodate 

delegates with wheel chairs and walking frames. The tour may be varied 

or cancelled as circumstances change.

Refer to the iTICKET website for conditions of cancellation.

We reserve the right to vary or cancel the tour should circumstances 

change beyond our control.

    GARDEN DESIGNFEST BUS TOUR 

Ash Berendt                                        
022 1308 156                                           
a.bb@ashberendt.co.nz                   

Ben Shearer Landscapes 
021 801 623                                       
ben@shearerdesign.co.nz           
www.shearerdesign.co.nz 

Concrete Pool Systems                    
021 923 602                                      
todd@concretepoolsystems.co.nz 
www.concretepoolsystems.co.nz

Craftsman Gardener Services Ltd  
09 416 3050 
021 923 485                                       
info@craftsmangardener.co.nz 
www.craftsmangardener.co.nz

Craig Steiner   
021 941 346                                       
craig@strass.co.nz                         
www.strass.co.nz

Deb Hardy Landscapes & Design     
021 815 151                                       
debbie.hardy@hardyrepublic.com 
www.debhardylandscapes.com

Gardens of Evan                     
Evan Veza                                              
021 738 267                         
gardensofevan@gmail.com

Ian Henderson                                                                       
021 127 3094                         
ianhendersonak77@gmail.com  
www.hikoigardentours.co.nz 

Jan Hart                                              
Strass Landscape Developers Ltd 
0274 945 013                                  
janh@strass.co.nz                          
www.strass.co.nz

Kerry Speirs/Second Nature 
Gardens                                              
0274 994 093                               
kerry@secondnature.co.nz         
www.secondnature.co.nz

Louise Hanlon Garden Design                                              
021 285 4470                                  
louise.hanlon@xtra.co.nz                          
www.louise.hanlon.co.nz

Ministry of Ground 
021 213 5087                                      
dan@ministryofground.co.nz     
www.ministryofground.co.nz

Natural Habitats Landscapes 
09 970 3480                                     
info@naturalhabitats.co.nz         
www.naturalhabitats.co.nz

Neville Design Studio.                      
022 406 1054                                                          
richard@nevilledesignstudio.co.nz 
www.nevilledesignstudio.co.nz  

Nikau Landscapes    
Dave Paddy                                          
028 046 4528                                
dave@nikaulandscapes.co.nz    
www.nikaulandscapes.co.nz   

Premium Landscapes 
colin@premiumlandscapes.co.nz

Pitch Construction 
021 030 8071                             
andrew@pitchltd.co.nz

Second Nature Gardens 
09 524 6672                                     
info@secondnature.co.nz 
www.secondnature.co.nz

Silverfern Landscapes                          
09 360 5382 
Gerard: 021 407 154                                  
silver-fern@xtra.co.nz                    
www.silver-fern.co.nz

Starlet Gardens                          
Monique Saville 
021 259 6334

Strass Landscape Developers Ltd 
09 358 3303                                   
strass@strass.co.nz                       
www.strass.co.nz

Tranquility Pools 
021 904 085                                     
www.tranquilitypools.co.nz

Trish Bartleet Landscape Design 
027 653 9177                             
bartleets@xtra.co.nz                     
www.trishbartleet.com

Trudy Crerar & Associates Ltd 
021 810 776                                 
tpcrerar@xtra.co.nz

URBANite Landscape Design 
Damian Wendelborn 
021 284 1177 
gardens@urbanite.net.nz             
www.urbanite.net.nz

Urbis Landscapes 
Adam Evans                                       
0210 251 9609                             
adam@urbislandscapes.co.nz     
www.urbislandscapes.co.nz

Val Puxty Landscape Design 
027 659 9053                                  
puxty@xtra.co.nz 
www.valpuxtylandscapedesign.com

Woodbury Landscapes Ltd 
Licensee of Zones Outdoor 
Renovations 
Mob: +64 21 303 314                        
kate.ryan@zones.co.nz

Xanthe White Design 
09 300 7135 
021 270 0065                                    
info@xwd.co.nz                               
www.xanthewhitedesign.co.nz 

DESIGNER DIRECTORY TICKET INFORMATION 
Dates: November 16 & 17, 2019 
Time: 10am-4pm 

All Gardens Entry Ticket:  
Valid for the whole weekend 

Earlybird Tickets: 
Before 15 September 

Senior 65+: 
 

Single Garden Tickets: 
*plus service fee

3 Single Garden Tickets:
Garden gate only 

Tickets also available at Kings Plant Barn 
stores, Auckland wide.  

All Gardens Entry Tickets sold at  
garden gate: $75. Single garden 
entry: $10. Three gardens: $20.  
Limited numbers of All Garden Entry 
tickets available.

Bookings:  
Phone 09 361 1000, 
or visit www.iticket.co.nz 

All proceeds to:  
Ronald McDonald House Charities New 
Zealand, Garden to Table and children’s 
charities supported by the Rotary Club 
of Newmarket Charitable Trust.

$65*

$55*

$55*

$10*

$20
*Booking fee applies at iTICKET

with Gold Card: 
Valid for the whole weekend
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Louise Hanlon, Ian Henderson
32 Tautari St, Orakei 

This totally reinvented garden is only two years old. A wood formed 

concrete planter intersects the original deck and extends into the new 

hoggin area. Olive ‘El Greco’ hedging, limestone paths and perennial flower 

beds have replaced an unused lawn. Native grasses Chionochloa flavicans 

and Carex testacea mingle with perennials Salvia ‘Love and Wishes’ and 

Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’ to create a habitat for insects and birds. The fire

bowl acts as a gathering point and extends the use of the garden into the 

night. The dividing wall adds interest in exploring what lies behind. The new 

front garden creates a connection to the streetscape and offers a subtle 

welcome.

Installation (excluding pool & deck): Second Nature Gardens

Planting: Louise Hanlon Garden Design 
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2019 GARDENS TO VISIT

Jan Hart
9 Kowhatu Rd, One Tree Hill 

This mature family garden has been developed and refined over 30 years 

by its experienced and skilled landscape designer owner, creating a relaxing 

and engaging atmosphere. The outdoor living area and fishpond at the rear 

are surrounded with lush subtropical planting, with deciduous trees and 

climbers that create diverse seasonal interest throughout the year.

Nearby, adorned with fruit trees, topiary and perennials, a new lawn and 

vegetable garden have replaced a recently removed swimming pool.

Installation: Strass Landscape Developers Ltd (fish pond, paved terrace and 

steps, rear garden)

Maintenance: Jan Hart and Doug Hanna (owner)
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Trish Bartleet
59a Mt St Johns Ave, Epsom 

I had worked with the clients on their previous garden and started work on 

this garden in 2013. It was a densely planted overgrown garden with a small 

terrace, and paths leading to a back lawn. The clients wanted to improve 

the aesthetics of their entrance. They wanted a large covered outdoor 

garden space to extend their internal entertaining area. They wanted a 

feeling of space in their front garden and to actually see their lawn and 

have a better relationship between the various garden levels. The garden 

looked small but it actually wasn’t – they just couldn’t see it.

Installation: Premium Landscapes, Colin Butcher
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Kate Ryan
66 Victoria Ave, Remuera 

When the clients decided to rejuvenate their garden, they approached 

Kate Ryan from Zones with a brief to create something stunning with a 

tropical resort feel. Set against the striking black and white exterior of this 

beautiful home, the planting needed to be bold yet considered. Bursts of 

colour throughout the planting and consideration to brighten areas created 

the desired effect. The house is located down a long, shared driveway so 

importance was placed on creating character at the main entranceway. A 

specially designed corten steel gate and fence with back lit number plate 

give this unique look.

Installation: Woodbury Landscapes Ltd, Licensee of Zones

Outdoor Renovations Ltd



Proudly supporting Auckland Garden DesignFest 2019


